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  Historic homes, views and a quiet, neighborhood suburban feeling—with a vibrant shopping district within easy walking distance.

  Heart-stopping views of Lake Washington, the Cascades and Mount Rainier cause traffic jams at  the intersecton of 50th and 70th on clear, sunny days.

  West Seattle’s beach community, with miles of waterfront bike and foot trails. Find the beautiful and muscle-bound on Alki Beach, the Venice Beach of Seattle.

  A tight neighborhood with gorgeous homes on the hills near the zoo, with a strong community center and shopping district.

  Locals play hard at Discovery Park, then fuel up at one of the village shopping area hangouts. Homes, some with views, have groomed lawns and a mix of styles.

  Civic pride flowers in this affordable West Seattle burg with community efforts such as the preservation of the Longfellow Creek Watershed.

  Cozy Craftsman homes, great local eateries—Rover’s and Crush among them—anchor this east-central ‘hood.

  Unless you live in this Madison Park enclave, you won’t see anything beyond the walls of this exclusive, gated community with a golf course bordering the Arboretum.

  Pierced hipsters, urban professionals and stylish matrons mix in this vibrant, gay-friendly neighborhood packed with restaurants, shops, historic homes and new condos.

  Locals shop and catch up on the news at Whole Foods Market, shop the holistic stores and read  for info on local happenings.

  Upscale homes with Sound and Olympic Mountain views. Locals take the “secret” steps down to the beach at Golden Gardens Park in this neighborhood north of Ballard.

  These northeast neighbors love taking idyllic walks on tree-lined 43rd Avenue NE and visiting City People’s for home and garden needs.

  Mixed, affordable housing—including new Thornton Place—surrounds the bustling mall area; nearby are quiet, tree-lined residential streets.

  Sunsets can be spectacular for residents of the stately Tudors who stroll along the Montlake Cut with views of Husky Stadium in one direction and Union Bay in another.

  Light rail may change this diverse up-and-coming southeast area that blends world cultures. It boasts ethnic restaurants, markets and a nine-hole public golf course.

  Yard signs support slow-growth initiatives in this tight-knit north-central middle-class community, despite recent development.

  This nabe’s stately homes and curving, tree-lined roads lead to Ravenna Park, a recreation magnet for dogs, children and young couples.

  Residents in this quiet, woodsy northwestern-most Seattle neighborhood enjoy their well-tended gardens inspired by the nearby Olmsted-designed Dunn Gardens.

  An army of gardeners descends on Fridays to minister to the sweeping lawns and gardens of these lakeside homes with  views of Lake Washington and the Cascades.

  Upscale residents crowd along East Madison Street to shop in cute boutiques, and fuel up at coffee shops, bakeries and sidewalk cafes with outdoor tables.

  New condos mix with Lake City Way shops and car dealerships. Locals fight for parking spaces at Tubs Gourmet Subs.

  Ethnic eateries, bookstores, movie houses and one of the city’s best farmers’ market call the U-District home—as do thousands of UW students.

  Two of the cutest northeast small single-family-home neighborhoods you’ve never heard of—and residents of this family-oriented neighborhood like it that way.

  Residents love the quiet family neighborhood close to Ballard’s nightlife with views of Elliott Bay and proximity to Golden Gardens Park.

  Students and families on their way to the beach pass by rusted cars, woodsy lots, tiny cottages and remodeled upscale bungalows in this Lake City-area microhood.

  Emerging artists, longshoremen and bikers call this hipster south Seattle neighborhood lined with historic buildings home.

  Just north of Wedgwood, Meadowbrook honors the German heritage of some its longtime residents with activities organized at the Meadowbrook Community Center.

  The Highland Park playground in this affordable southern West Seattle nabe is a magnet for kids and parents on the weekends.
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  A West Seattle residential neighborhood so peaceful you can hear the quiet on a lazy Sunday afternoon.

  The recreational heart of the city for strollers, inline skaters and runners is in this north Seattle neighborhood’s backyard.

  A charming, eclectic shopping area with antiques and gift shops anchors this laid-back northwest neighborhood. Locals wait all year for the huge neighborhood garage sale.

  Microhood Olympic Manor is popular for its mid-century modern architecture. This quiet residential area just north  of Ballard offers some great views of the bay.

  A cozy, tree-lined residential area with cute shops and restaurants. 

  Northwest Seattle’s original Scandinavian and fishing community, now a diverse collection of microneighborhoods for singles and families, bustling with 
  restaurants, shops, bars, live music. Locals gather every Sunday for the farmers’ market on historic Ballard Avenue.

  Classic Georgian brick apartments dot this area adjacent to Capitol Hill, outnumbered only by the ambulances and hospitals nearby.  

  A continually developing bustling area with condos, high-tech businesses, shops, restaurants, the streetcar and construction: The neighbors await its big new tenant, Amazon.com.

  The Burke-Gilman Trail runs through this northeast community near Laurelhurst, and its Cape Cod-style houses have lovely views.

  New York City urbanity meets laid-back Seattle within this downtown microhood with high-rise condos and apartments, wine bars, restaurants, shops and bustling urban professionals.

  Gorgeous Craftsman homes, tree-lined parks, and lake views and access. Home to the Seafair hydro races.

  This once hippie-full eclectic area near Lake Union is now also home to techsters working for Google and Adobe. The painted naked bikers and year-round Sunday market party on, though.

  This central granola-centric, family-oriented neighborhood with Craftsman homes has it all: movie theaters, shops, casual restaurants and fine dining along 45th.

  A bridge away from downtown, it’s almost a city of its own; some homes have sweeping 360-degree Seattle views. For a little night music,  good eats and great   
  company, residents hang out at restaurants and bars at The Junction.

  The gentrification of this historically African American neighborhood has brought in places like Central Cinema, where movie buffs and young couples gather for dinner and a movie.

  You can tell which residents in this middle-class northeast community have been working the P-Patch (the city’s oldest): They have dirt under their fingernails and are proud of it.

  A diverse southeast neighborhood of affordable homes. Enjoy the hustle and bustle of the beach or the serenity of idyllic Kubota Gardens.

  South Seattle’s multigenerational Latino family neighborhood with wonderful ethnic markets and Mexican restaurants.

  The city’s cultural, shopping and dining hub for Asian Americans, just south of Pioneer Square. 

  This mellow community on the eastern shore of Lake Union is part “granola” haven for outdoorsy types (find them at Louisa’s) and part seafaring houseboat community.

  High-rise dwellers mingle with cruise-ship tourists at the Pike Place Market.

  A big draw of this diverse southeast Seattle community is the playfield with tennis courts. Gleeful shrieks from toddlers fill the air at the Brighton children’s playground.

  A residential, family-oriented north Seattle neighborhood where everyone seems to be carrying eco-friendly reusable shopping bags.

  Cultural and literary programs  in honor of native son, poet Richard Hugo, originated in this culturally diverse and affordable burg southeast of West Seattle.

  This community near West Seattle is undergoing significant development, with new townhomes and retail. A neighborhood organization keeps residents in the loop. 

  The trade-off of this southwest Seattle ‘hood: spectacular views of the Sound and the Olympics versus the ferry traffic for the Vashon and Southworth runs.

  Bird-watchers spy bald eagles and great blue herons at the lake in this north-central part of Seattle.

  The historic shopping district in this diverse area houses boutiques and eateries (Columbia City Bakery is a destination). Dogs  romp nearby at Genesee Dog Park.

  Mid-century modern ramblers surround the near-300-acre park—with trails, old-growth forest and bird-watching—that anchors this neighborhood. 

  This friendly community near the Central District comes together for events at the Langston Hughes Cultural Art Center and the Pratt Fine Arts Center. 

  The Northwest African American Museum is the heart of this tiny community near the Central District.

  It’s not unusual see dogs taking their masters for a stroll in the intimate parks of this neighborhood—a mix of small and large upscale homes with lake views.



  Islanders (Paul Allen among them) revel in great schools, big trees and pretty views in this quiet, wealthy residential community.

  Packs of techies roam parking lots and sidewalks in search of food and coffee in this home of Microsoft. 

  Watching float planes take off and land at Kenmore Air’s north Lake Washington docks is a favorite neighborhood pastime.

  Families enjoy newer homes, good schools and the outdoors with recreation on the lakes (Sammamish and Beaver) and links (Sahalie and The Plateau golf courses).

  Roving singles and fashionistas fill sidewalks at downtown’s NE Eighth and Bellevue Way, while a surprisingly diverse population of families send kids to top-rated schools.

  Good schools make good neighbors in this diverse, family-oriented community.

  The Sausalito of Puget Sound. On any given “sun” day, bikes and cars clog Lake Washington Boulevard, while stroller-pushing moms and dads line the sidewalk.

  Bikers, walkers and joggers vie for space on the Sammamish River Trail while a lunchtime crowd lines up at the Ranch Drive-In in this family-oriented community
  bordering King and Snohomish counties.

  Mount Si looms over the landscape of this gateway community to the Cascades. Outlet mall shopping provides another diversion.

  The favorite accessories in this southeast King County locale are horses, horse trailers and barns. 

  Well-dressed professionals rush to the morning ferry, leaving behind family homes on acreage with water views and lush gardens.

  This affordable city, located between Seattle and Tacoma, has popular Dash Point State Park and the area’s biggest water playground, Wild Waves (wave at it as you pass by on I-5).

  Just 25 miles east of Seattle and a world away: Families flock to subdivisions (like Snoqualmie Ridge), the Snoqualmie Falls—and for adults-only entertainment, the new 
  Snoqualmie Casino, all located in an evergreen-dominated landscape.

  A family-friendly Eastside city with great schools and a huge October Salmon Days festival featuring Salmbassadors who share Ohfishal news (really—we’re not making this up).

  This north-of-Seattle city offers more affordable housing—and sports (home to the Silvertips hockey team and the Aquasox baseball team).

  A country retreat for city dwellers who flock to the twice-weekly farmers market. Look for artsy locals as well as farmers driving rusty pick-ups with bales of hay 
  strapped to the back, heading home to feed the horses.

  Meet me at the marina: This town has got a picturesque south Sound waterfront with restaurants, festivals and scuba divers.

  Come here at lunch and you might glimpse Edmonds local and travel guru Rick Steves, who hangs at El Puerto in the cozy downtown that borders Puget Sound in south 
  Snohomish County.

  The cute little historic downtown in the Cascade foothills is surrounded by subdivisions—and a “name the new park” contest (in the Fox Hollow neighborhood) that’s getting locals excited.

  It’s no surprise that the downtown farmers’ market is a big draw in this still-rural community in the Cascade foothills.

  Huge homes, views—and civic-minded residents happy to learn from the online neighborhood quiz (clydehill.org) that the assessed value of this city, which borders west 
  Bellevue, exceeds $1.5 billion.

  Home to Boeing, Ikea and lots of affordable homes, some with Lake Washington views. 

  Neighbors of this north-end suburb enjoy lake views, tree-lined streets, easy access to the Burke-Gilman Trail—and hanging out at Third Place Books and the Honey Bear Bakery.

  A new town center in this south Snohomish town draws neighbors who celebrate in July at the Mill Creek Festival and Street Fair.

  New waterfront condos mix with older homes, terrific views and a vintage bridge connecting the two communities, located west across Elliott Bay from Seattle.

  Not your usual suburb: home to the arts (an earthworks sculpture!), an outdoor business (REI headquarters!), a new events center (ShoWare Center—hockey!) and sprawl.

  Bikers on the Sammamish River Trail may ride away with a wine bottle from the growing winery community in the Warehouse District or Chateau Ste. Michelle.

  It’s not just about a mall and big-box stores: Homes, from ramblers to split-levels, attract families as does the Tukwila Community Center with sports camps for kids.

  Homes with Normandy-style architecture gave this south King County town its start in the 1920s.

  Walled estates, huge iron gates, video surveillance equipment, security patrols and Bill Gates. 

  Live here if you love green: green trees, green parks, green lawns, green office parks. There’s a great indoor kids’ pool, too.
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  Puget Sound, the ferry to Whidbey and September’s Lighthouse Festival help define this historic Snohomish community.

  Bikes, trikes and a Facebook page—perfect for this young south King County community with a median age of 34 and one-third of its population  younger than 18. 

  Universities, museums, theaters, art galleries, glass art and a real, live musk ox (at Point Defiance Zoo)—Tacoma knows how to mix it up.

  Armies of houses marching across the landscape translate to affordable nirvana for young families in south King County.

  Golfers nationwide know the name of this city near Tacoma: the 2015 Open will be at Chambers Bay Golf Course. 

  Watch for hillside homes, posh cars and golf balls from top-of-the-hill Golf Club at Newcastle, bordering south Bellevue.

  Just north of Everett, once-ubiquitous strawberry farms fight for space with new attractions: the Tulalip Casino and outlet shopping.

  No surprise: The lakes in this town give Tacoma’s family-friendly neighbor its name; special occasions merit outings to Lakewood Gardens or Thornewood Castle. 

  Shopping bags rule in this Snohomish city with plenty of retail (Alderwood Mall is here); the Lyndale Park amphitheater provides entertaining distractions.

  The Snoqualmie River runs through it (parallel to downtown), a magnet for recreation in this historic farm community east of Issaquah.

  A historic town with affordable subdivisions, strip malls, the Western Washington Fairgrounds and great views of Mount Rainier from almost everywhere. 

  Pottery students flock to the Moshier Community Art Center, families stroll a charming downtown not far from Sea-Tac Airport and a $200 million town square screams 
“revitalization.”

  The new things in town: light rail and a third runway (just guess what has dominated neighborhood discussions).

  With the ASARCO smelter long gone, the Commencement Bay waterfront in this tiny town bordering Tacoma is now a main attraction.

  Historic downtown continues to attract antique buffs.

  This Scandinavian community near Bainbridge Island takes its Viking Fest (held in May) seriously; don’t miss sampling the lefse.

  The wilderness is close at hand in these two towns just east of Snoqualmie Pass. In Roslyn (the setting for ), a Manly Man festival draws crowds.

  A rural area across the Tacoma Narrows Bridge that’s the home of champions: South Kitsap High School’s boys soccer team won this year’s 4A state soccer title.

  People really get to live here? This town near Tacoma boasts a cute downtown, and gorgeous mountain and water views that make every day a getaway.

888.507.0058; bigstickinc.com

Enrollment Guide for Parents
Seattle
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